Information for authors

SCIENCE CHINA Earth Sciences is a monthly multidisciplinary
academic journal supervised by the Chinese Academy of Sciences
and co-sponsored by the Chinese Academy of Sciences and Na-
tional Natural Science Foundation of China. Its primary mission is
to encourage communication of basic and innovative research
results of high quality in the fields of earth sciences, especially
focusing on breakthroughs by the Chinese scientists. The subject
areas featured include geology, geochemistry, geophysics, space
science, geography, environmental science, atmospheric science and
oceanography. All papers should be intelligible for a broad scien-
tific audience.

Contributions are also invited from researchers all over the
world. The Chinese version of an accepted paper will be required if
its first author or corresponding author is Chinese.

Science China Earth Sciences is currently covered by the fol-
lowing (A&I) services: Science Citation Index, Science Citation
Index Expanded (SciSearch), Journal Citation Reports/Science
Edition, EI Compendex, SCOPUS, Chemical Abstracts Service
(CAS), Google Scholar, ASFA, CAB Abstracts, Current Con-
tents/Physical, Chemical and Earth Sciences, Earthquake Engi-
neering Abstracts, EBSCO Academic Search, EBSCO Biomedical
Reference Collection, EBSCO Discovery Service, EBSCO Energy
& Power Source, EBSCO Engineering Source, EBSCO STM
Source, EBSCO TOC Premier, Gale, Gale Academic OneFile, Gale
InfoTrac, Geobase, GeoRef, Global Health, INIS Atomindex,
OCLC WorldCat Discovery Service, ProQuest Agricultural &
Environmental Science Database, ProQuest Central, ProQuest
Earth, Atmospheric & Aquatic Science Database, ProQuest Natural
Science Collection, ProQuest Science Database, ProQuest SciTech
Premium Collection, ProQuest-ExL.ibris Primo, ProQuest-ExL.ibris
Summon, Water Resources Abstracts, Zoological Record.

Papers published in SCIENCE CHINA Earth Sciences include:
Article, Review, News Focus, Highlight, Perspective, and Comment
& Reply.

Article reports original results in all areas of Earth sciences. It is
generally no longer than 20,000 words. It may contain online sup-
plementary materials, which are also peer-reviewed.

Review has two-fold requirements. The first is to make a sys-
tematic summary of important results and achievements in a par-
ticular topic or an area. The second is to present comments on the
current situation, generalize new recognitions, highlight existing
problems, and give advice on new research directions. Its scope
should be broad enough so that it is not dominated by the author’s
own work. It may be up to 20,000 words in length. It may contain
online supplementary materials.

News Focus presents a brief introduction to new recognition,
new ideas and new approaches in a certain field of Earth sciences.
It should have no more than two authors. It is expected to be less
than 4 pages with 4 displayed items and less than 20 references.
Any combination of figures and tables is encouraged, as long as
you keep to a total of 4 items or fewer. No abstract and keywords
are needed. Any other supporting information (if necessary)
should be submitted as supplementary materials.

Highlight explains the potential scientific significance of a most
recent exciting research that presents novel and innovative findings.
It is usually no more than 2 pages with less than 10 references, and
limited to 2 display items (figures and tables). No abstract and
keywords are needed.

Perspective presents identification of a critical problem in sci-
ence progress or a policy of broad interest. It is intended to discuss
ideas from a personal viewpoint, without abstract and keywords. It
is limited to 2,000 words, 2 graphical elements (figures or tables),
and 10 references. Abstract and keywords are not needed.

Comment & Reply presents critical comments on a paper that
was published in this or other high-quality journals within the
previous one year. The authors of the original paper are given an
opportunity to reply. Both Comment and Reply are peer-reviewed.
Each of them is expected to be no more than 4 pages with less than
30 references. Abstract and keywords are not needed.

How to submit

To submit a manuscript, please visit the website at
https://mc03.manuscriptcentral.com/sces. For a new user, please
register an “Author Account”, and then submit a manuscript fol-
lowing the guidance.

Please introduce the research background, innovation and
scientific value of your work, as well as your latest publications in a
cover letter when submitting. The name, affiliation, phone number
and e-mail address of the corresponding author are required. The
authors may recommend 3-8 qualified reviewers and/or request the
exclusion of specific reviewers. An informative cover letter is
considered helpful for editors and reviewers to make evaluation of
your paper.

Poor English expression of a submitted manuscript may lead to
the final rejection.

File format: single columned, A4 size paper, 11-point Times
New Roman font, 1.5-spaced text throughout, with figures and
tables inserted in the text.

Reviewing policy

The decision of acceptance or rejection of a manuscript is made by
the editorial board based on the referees’ reports. The entire review
process may take 60 to 90 days, and the editorial office will inform
the author of the decision as soon as the process is completed. If the
editorial board fails to make a decision within 90 days, the authors
should contact with the managing editor.

This journal also publishes special/guest-edited issues. The
peer review process for these articles is the same as the peer re-
view process of the journal in general. Additionally, if the guest
editor(s) authors an article in their special issue, they will not han-
dle the peer review process.

Ethical responsibilities of authors
This journal is committed to upholding the integrity of the scien-
tific record. As a member of the Committee on Publication Ethics
(COPE) the journal will follow the COPE guidelines on how to deal
with potential acts of misconduct.

Authors should refrain from misrepresenting research results
which could damage the trust in the journal and ultimately the
entire scientific endeavour. Maintaining integrity of the research



and its presentation can be achieved by following the rules of good
scientific practice, which includes:

« The manuscript has not been submitted to more than one
journal for simultaneous consideration.

« The manuscript has not been published previously (partly or in
full), unless the new work concerns an expansion of previous work
(please provide transparency on the re-use of material to avoid the
hint of text-recycling (“self-plagiarism”)).

« Assingle study is not split up into several parts to increase the
quantity of submissions and submitted to various journals or to one
journal over time (e.g. “salami-publishing”).

* No data have been fabricated or manipulated (including
images) to support your conclusions.

* No data, text, or theories by others are presented as if they were
the authors own (“plagiarism”). Proper acknowledgements to other
works must be given (this includes material that is closely copied
(near verbatim), summarized and/or paraphrased), quotation marks
are used for verbatim copying of material, and permissions are
secured for material that is copyrighted.

Important note: the journal may use software to screen for pla-
giarism.

+ Consent to submit has been received from all co-authors before
the work is submitted and the corresponding author is responsible
for having ensured that this agreement has been reached.

In addition

If there is a suspicion of misconduct, the journal will carry out
an investigation following the COPE guidelines. If, after investi-
gation, the allegation seems to raise valid concerns, the accused
author will be contacted and given an opportunity to address the
issue. If misconduct has been established beyond reasonable doubt,
this may result in the Editor-in-Chief’s implementation of the
following measures, including, but not limited to:

If the article is still under consideration, it may be rejected and
returned to the author.

If the article has already been published online, depending on
the nature and severity of the infraction, either an erratum will be
placed with the article or in severe cases complete retraction of the
article will occur. The reason must be given in the published erra-
tum or retraction note.

The author’s institution may be informed.

Authorship

Authorship should be limited to those who have contributed sub-
stantially to the work, and every author has responsibility for the
data and argument mentioned in the paper. The corresponding
author must have obtained permission from all authors for the
submission of each version of the paper and for any change in
authorship. In addition: changes of authorship or in the order of
authors are not accepted after acceptance of a manuscript; requests
to add or delete authors at revision stage or after publication is a
serious matter, and may be considered only after receipt of written
approval from all authors and detailed explanation about the role/
deletion of the new/deleted author. The decision on accepting the
change rests with the Editor-in-Chief of the journal; upon request
authors should be prepared to send relevant documentation or data

in order to verify the validity of the results. This could be in the
form of raw data, samples, records, etc.

Copyright

A completed form assigning copyright to Science China Press must
be returned to the SCIENCE CHINA Earth Sciences Office when
the paper is accepted for publication. The copyright covers the
exclusive right to reproduce and distribute the article (in various
languages), including reprints, translations, photographic repro-
ductions, microform, electronic form (offline, online) or other
reproductions of similar nature. The Copyright Transfer Statement
is available at www.scichina.com.

Research Data Policy

The journal encourages authors, where possible and applicable, to
deposit data that support the findings of their research in a public
repository. Authors and editors who do not have a preferred
repository should consult Springer Nature’s list of repositories and
research data policy.

List of Repositories
(http:/lwww.springernature.com/gp/group/data-policy/repositories)

Research Data Policy
(http://www.springernature.com/gp/group/data-policy/faq)

General repositories—for all types of research data—such as
Figshare and Dryad may also be used. Datasets that are assigned
digital object identifiers (DOIs) by a data repository may be cited in
the reference list. Data citations should include the minimum
information recommended by DataCite: authors, title, publisher
(repository name), identifier.

DataCite (https://www.datacite.org/)

Springer Nature provides a research data policy support
service for authors and editors, which can be contacted at
researchdata@springernature.com.

This service provides advice on research data policy compliance
and on finding research data repositories. It is independent of
journal, book and conference proceedings editorial offices and does
not advise on specific manuscripts.

Helpdesk
(http://www.springernature.com/gp/group/data-policy/helpdesk)

Disclosure of potential conflict of interests
Authors must disclose all relationships or interests that could
influence or bias the work. Although an author may not feel there
are conflicts, disclosure of relationships and interests affords a
more transparent process, leading to an accurate and objective
assessment of the work. Awareness of real or perceived conflicts of
interests is a perspective to which the readers are entitled and is not
meant to imply that a financial relationship with an organization
that sponsored the research or compensation for consultancy work
is inappropriate. Examples of potential conflicts of interests that are
directly or indirectly related to the research may include but are not
limited to the following:

» Research grants from funding agencies (please give the
research funder and the grant number)

* Honoraria for speaking at symposia

« Financial support for attending symposia


http://www.springernature.com/gp/group/data-policy/faq
https://www.datacite.org/
http://www.springernature.com/gp/group/data-policy/helpdesk

« Financial support for educational programs

« Employment or consultation

« Support from a project sponsor

« Position on advisory board or board of directors or other type
of management relationships

 Multiple affiliations

« Financial relationships, for example equity ownership or
investment interest

« Intellectual property rights (e.g. patents, copyrights and
royalties from such rights)

« Holdings of spouse and/or children that may have financial
interest in the work

In addition, interests that go beyond financial interests and
compensation (non-financial interests) that may be important to
readers should be disclosed. These may include but are not limited
to personal relationships or competing interests directly or indi-
rectly tied to this research, or professional interests or personal
beliefs that may influence your research.

The corresponding author will include a summary statement in
the text of the manuscript in a separate section before the reference
list.

See below examples of disclosures:

Funding: This work was supported by X (Grant No. X).

Conflict of Interest: Author A has received research grants
from Company A. Author B has received a speaker honorarium
from Company X and owns stock in Company Y. Author C is a
member of committee Z.

If no conflict exists, the authors should state:

Conflict of Interest: The authors declare that they have no
conflict of interest.

After acceptance

For the paper with a great breakthrough result, quick publi-
cation will be arranged. After typesetting, page proof is usually sent
electronically to the corresponding author. The proof plus any
minor corrections must be returned to the managing editor within
72 hours. Failure to do this will result in delays in publication. Each
accepted paper will be charged by publication fee.

After publication

If offprints and sample journals are required, please contact the
managing editor and pay the extra fee. The full text in English
opens free to the readers in China at earth.scichina.com, and the full
text in English is available to overseas readers at
link.springer.com/journal/11430.

Contact

Editorial Office of SCIENCE CHINA Earth Sciences
16 Donghuangchenggen North Street

Beijing 100717, China

Tel: +86 10 64015883

Fax: +86 10 64016350

Email: geo@scichina.com

Cover letter

You should outline the most important points of your paper in just
3-4 sentences. The corresponding author’s contact information,
especially the telephone number, is necessary.

Manuscript format

Contributions are required of a concise, focused account of the findings
and reliable essential data. They should be well organized and written
clearly and simply, avoiding exhaustive tables and figures. Authors are
advised to use internationally agreed nomenclature, express all meas-
urements in Sl units, and quote all the relevant references.

Title: Titles must be limited to no more than 20 words, and
should be concise, indexable, and informative for a broad scientific
audience. Authors should avoid using colons, questions, non-
standard abbreviations, etc. in titles.

Author(s): Family names are written in upper case. The email
address of the corresponding author is required.

Author affiliation: The affiliation should be the institution where
the work was done. Complete addresses are required with post codes.

Abstract: An abstract is a summary of the content of the man-
uscript. It should briefly describe the research purpose, method,
result and conclusion. The extremely professional terms, special
signals, figures, tables, chemical structural formula, and equations
should be avoided here, and citation of references is not allowed.

Keywords: A list of five keywords should follow the abstract. The
chosen keywords are required to reflect the theme of a manuscript.

Text: A paper should begin with a brief introduction of the sig-
nificance of the author’s research. Nomenclature, signal and ab-
breviation should be defined at their initial appearance. All the
figures and tables should be numbered in numerical order.

Introduction: Being the most important part of an article, the in-
troduction introduces the relevant research background and the pro-
gress in 2 or 3 years, then presents the problem to be solved in this
article, and finally briefly describes the method adopted in this work.
Before the end, the aim of the research should be mentioned. Subtitle is
forbidden in this part, and introduction of the article structure is con-
sidered unnecessary.

Materials and method: This part introduces the materials, method
and experimental procedure of the author’s work, so as to allow others
to repeat the work published based on this clear description.

Discussion and conclusions: Conclusions should be derived
from the observation and experimental results, and comparison
with other relevant results is considered helpful to further proving
the results. Repeated data should be avoided, and conclusions and
suggestions are required to be clearly expressed. New hypotheses
and recommendations may be proposed when warranted.

Figures and tables: Figures and tables should be numerically
numbered, inserted in the text, and cited in order within the text.
The figures should have resolution not lower than 600 dpi and clear
lines of 5 px, with signals and letters in Arial at 7 pt. A space should
always be maintained between the variable and the unit.

Equations: An equation is numerically numbered (Arabic nu-
meral), and has the number put on its right side.

Acknowledgements: The author expresses his/her thanks to the
people helping with this work, and acknowledges the valuable sug-
gestions from the peer reviewers. Financial support appears here, with
grant number(s) following. The full title of each fund is required.

References: Reference citation is regarded as an important in-
dicator of the paper quality. If the relevant references, especially
the results published in 2 to 3 years are not cited in the paper, or
most citations are from the author’s publications, the editor will
consider this paper unattractive. The author-year system is used in
the text. References should be cited in text using author name(s)
and the date of publication.



Reference format

1. For an author’s name, full spelling of family name appears
before abbreviation of given name, with a spacing in the middle.

2. The article title should be identified by an initial capital letter
with the remainder of the title in lowercase.

3. For correct abbreviations of journal titles, refer to 1SO, e.g., Sci
China Earth Sci for SCIENCE CHINA Earth Sciences.

4. For books and proceedings, the initial letter is capitalized for
all the notional words and for function words with more than 4
letters.

5. The publications in languages with non-Latin alphabets
should be translated into English, and a notation such as “(in
Chinese)” must be added behind the title of the article or book.

6. Do not forget to list the editor names of the proceedings, the
publisher, the publishing address, and the beginning and termi-
nating pages.

7. Unpublished materials or the papers to appear but without
volume number cannot be cited as references, except for the one
with DOL.

Reference examples are given as follows:

+ Journal
Zheng Y F, Chen Y X, Chen R X, Dai L Q. 2022. Tectonic evolu-
tion of convergent plate margins and its geological effects. Sci
China Earth Sci, 65: 1247-1276

» Monograph
Norman | J, Redfern S J. 1996. Mental Health Care for Elderly
People. New York: Churchill Livingstone

* Proceedings
Sun S, LiJL, LinJL, Wang Q C, Chen H H. 1991. Indosinides in
China and the consumption of Eastern Paleotethys. In: MUler D W,
McKenzie J A, Weissert H, eds. Controversies in Modern Geology.
London: Academic Press. 363-384

« Conference proceedings
Minor H E. 2000. Spillways for high velocities. In: Zurich V E,
Minor H E, Hager W H, eds. Proceedings of International
Workshop on Hydraulics of Stepped Spillways. Rotterdam, the
Netherlands. 3-10

« Dissertation
Tang H J. 2002. Ecological studies on phytoplankton of the
shallow, eutrophic Lake Donghu. Dissertation for Doctoral Degree.
Wauhan: Institute of Hydrobiology, Chinese Academy of Sciences

* Technical report
Phillips N A. 1979. The Nested Grid Model. NOAA Technical
Report NWS22

+ User manual
Bhandarkar M, Brunner R, Chipot C, Dalke A, Dixit S, Grayson P,
Gullingsrud J, Gursoy A, Hardy D, Hénin J, Humphrey W,
Hurwitz D, Krawetz N, Kumar S, Nelson M, Phillips J, Shinozaki
A, Zheng G, Zhu F. 2008. NAMD User’s Guide Version 2.6

* Software
Ludwig K R. 2003. ISOPLOT 3.00: A Geochronological Toolkit
for Microsoft Excel. California: Berkeley Geochronology Center

+CD
Anderson S C, Poulsen K B. 2002. Anderson’s Electronic Atlas of
Hematology. Philadelphia: Lippincott Wilkins
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